and Archives
Commission

Sam Houston
Regional Library
and Research Center

P.O. Box 310
Liberty, Texas
77575-0310

936-336-8821

www.tsl.state.tx.us

Commission Chairman
Sandra J. Pickett

Members

Chris A. Brisack
Kenneth R. Carr
Diana Rae Hester Cox
Sandra G. Holland
Elizabeth Sanders

Director and Librarian
Peggy D. Rudd

Assistant State Librarian
Edward Seidenberg

Making
information
work

Jor all

Texans

The following pages contain the Constitution of the United States with the 13
Amendments to the Constitution; the Bill of Rights; and the Constitution of
Virginia.

I do hereby certify that the following twenty-five (25) pages, (the cover page
and pages 16-39) are a true and correct photocopy of the original publication,
The Revised Code of The Laws of Virginia: Being A Collection Of All Such
Acts Of The General Assembly, Of A Public And Permanent Nature, As Are’
Now In Force; With A General Index, Volume I, Richmond: printed by Thomas
Ritchie, Printer To The Commonwealth, 1819, now archived at the Sam
Houston Regional Library and Research Center of the Archives & Information
Services Division, of the Texas State Library and Archives Commission.

Witness my hand and Seal of Office at Liberty, Texas on the 3rd day of July,
2008.

Sandra M. Burrell, Archives Processor

Sam Houston Regional Library & Research Center
P.O. Box 310

Liberty, TX 77575

Telephone: (936) 336-8821




—

The Gievised Code

OF THE

LAWS OF VIRGINIA :

BEING

A4 COLLECTION OF ALL SUCH ACTS

OF THE

CENBERAL ASSEMBLY,

OF A PUBLIC AND PERMANENT NATURE, AS ARE NOW IN FORCE 3

WITH A GENERAL INDEX.

et

TO WHICH ARE PREFIXED,

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES;
THE DECLARATION OF RIGHTS ;

AND

THE CONSTITUTION OF VIRGINIA.

————

?

——— _{

Published pursuant to an act of the General Assembly, entitled < An act
providing for the re-publication of the Laws of this Commonwealth,”

passed March 12, 1819.

VOLUME 1.

RICHMON'D :

PRINTED BY THOMAS RITCHIE,

PRINTER TO "THE COMMONWEALTH.

Senarien R e

Res: ... ™ ..‘er
FYyly 71
P, %3

Hiberty, Tx  7757%




16 New Ldition of the Laws—DFederal Constitution.
ﬁ 1])‘- };8‘25 & JNp e it also enacted, 'That the revised bills passed dur-
O™, ing the present session of the General Assembly, shall not be

Revised bills pas- printed with the other laws passed at the present session, ex-
sed the present  cept such bills and parts of bills as take effect before the first
session, not to be  day of January next. :
{::;‘vr;tiﬁe‘;étol}"he 9. ArL acts and parts of acts, of a general nature, which
Exception. shall not be published in the code aforesaid, pursuant to the
Repeal of all acts directions of this act, either entire or by their titles, shall be,
of a general na- - and the same are hereby repealed, from and after the first da
ture not published ; . . . 1)'
insuch Code,  Of January next: Provided, however, That such repeal shall
Proviso. not prevent the prosecution of any offence committed, or im-
pair any right accrued before the said first day of January;
but such oftence may be prosecuted, and such right may be
maintained and asserted, in the same manner as if this repeal-
mg section had never passed.

D
10. Turs act shall commence and be in force from and after

Commencement. L
~ the passage thereof.
———
C. 2.
2-11?-(137“1%—9- CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES,

—— WE, the people of the United States, in order to form a more
perfect union, establish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, pro-
vide for the common defence, promote the general welfare, and
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity,
do ordain and establish this constitution for the United States
of America.

ARTIOLE 1.
Section 1.

Legislative powers 1. ALL legislative powers herein granted, shall be vested in
vested in congress. 3 congress of the United States, which shall consist of a senatc
and house of representatives.

Section 2.
House of represen- \ v . 1 .
tatives; its mem- 1. LHE house of representatives shall be composed of mem-
bers; by whom™  bers chosen every second year by the people of the several

chosen t qualifica- gtto5 5 and the electors in each state shall have the qualifi-
tions of electors.

A representative .
t0 bepaged 25, the state legislature,

seven years a citi- 2. No person shall be a representative who shall not have
zen of the United 5tt5ined to the age of twenty-five years, and been seven years
States, and an in- o Y - RIS

habitant of his & citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected,
statc when elected. be an inhabitant of that state in which he shall be chosen.
Re&)l‘eseﬂmtlges 8. Represuntarives and direct taxes shall be apportioned
and txesto b among the several states which may be included within this

apportioned accor- ", . . . - .
ding to numbers. union, according to their respective numbers, which shall be de-

cations requisite for electors of the most numnerous branch of

L e
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Federal Constitution. 17

adding to the whole number of free persons, in- A.D. 1788—9.
bound to service for a term of years, and exclu- A-R-C-13.
not taxed, three fifths of all other persons. Tl

termined by
cluding those
ding Indians
actual enumer

1e
ol . Actual enumerg-
ation shall be made within three years after the tign every ten

first meeting of the congress of the United States, and within years.

every subsequent term of ten years, in such manner as they

chall by law direct. "Ijhe number of representatives shall not Limitation of the
exceed one for every tairty thousand, but each state shall have :;Egn Of& represen-
at least one representative ; and untd_ such enumeratlpn shall » X6

be made, the state of New Hampshire shall be entitled to First apportion-
choose three; JMassachusetls eight; Ithode Island and Provi- ment of represcn-
dence Plantations one; Connecticut five ; New Forl six ; JNew B0V

Jersey four; Pennsylvania elght; Delaware one J!.Iary‘land SiX 3

Virginia ten; North Carolina five ; South Carolina five; and

Georgia three. ' _

4, Wuen vacancies happen in the representation from any Writs of clection
state, the executive authority thereof shall issue writs of elec- for filling vacan-
tion to fill such vacancies. ces.

5. Tue house of representatives shall choose their speaker The house of re-
and other officers, and shall have the sole power of impeach- Egﬁiﬁg?ﬁ:ﬁs Stgea_
ment, ker, &e. '

- Section 3. Two senators cho-
sen by the Icgisla-
1. Tue senate of the United States shall be composed of two ture of each state,
senators from each state, chosen by the legislature thereof, for goi(fteyem; cach
gix years; and each senator shall have one vote.* *Sec art. 5.cl. 1.
2. ImmepiaTeLy after they shall be assembled in consequence The senators divi-
of the first election, they shall be divided, as equally as may V{,d“d intothree
be, into three classes. The seats of the senators of the first (mu thied of the
class, shall be vacated at the expiration of the second year, of senatorial seats
the second class at the expiration of the fourth year, and of vacated and filled,
the third class at the expiration of the sixth year, so that one €'¢*Y ©¥0 Yeurs:
third may be chosen every second year; and if vacancies hap- Executivesof
v})en by resignation or otherwise, during the recess of the legis- states tofill vacan-
ature of any state, the executive thereof may make temporar f,lfeli' ~“} th(.} recoss
. . . . . o gislatures, &c.
an01nt1nents until the next meeting of the legislature, whlc\)qr
ghall then fill such vacancies. A senatoraged 30;

8. No person shall be a senator who shall not have attained Zé?legfé he (I;}E:i-ted
to the age of thirty years, and been nine years a citizen of the States, aud an in-
United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an inhabi- habitant of his
tant of that state for which he shall be chosen. state when chosen.

4. THue vice president of the United States shall be president gg‘ﬁfr‘g;?;ﬁ‘fﬁ ttfl’e
of dthe senate, but shall have no vote, unless they be equally di- scnate; to vote ox
vided. an equal division

5. Tur senate shall choose their other officers, and also a 00l
president pro tempore, in the absence of the vice-president, or g};&?ﬁﬁﬁ:ﬂred_
ghen he shall exercise the cffice of president of the United dent pro temlpore,

tates. &e.

6. Tre senate shall have the sole power to try all impeach- The sole power te
ments. When sitting for that purpose, they shall be on oath or fry impeachments,
affirmation. When t?le president of the United States is tried, in the senate, &
the chief justice shall preside; and no person shall be convicted
without the concurrence of two thirds of the members present.

VOL. L : C
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18 Federal Constilution,

A. D.1788—9. 7, JupeMENT In cases of impeachment shall not extend fur-

é‘_ﬁ' C'_l_:J ther than to removal from office, and disqualification to hold and
Extont of judg- enjoy any office of honor,.trust, or profit, under th(; Umted
ment in cases of States; but the party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and
impeachment.  subject to indictment, trial, judgment, and punishment, accord-
Party liable also  ipo tg law.
to judgment, &e. 2
according to law. Section 4
ﬁﬁiﬁf&%é&fions 1. 'Tue times, places, and manner of holding elections for
for scnators and  senators and representatives, shall be prescribed in each state
fé&ﬂ?i&‘ﬁ}eiim by the legislature thereof; but the congress may, at any time,
states or by con- DY law, make or alter such regulations, except as to the places
gress. of choosing senators.
Congress o as- 2. Tue congress shall assemble at least once in every year,
f)flmgiz S:}:L“%l{lgn_ and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in December,
day in December, Unless they shall by law appoint a different day. :
&e.

Section 5.

Each house judge 1. Eacw house shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and

of the election of  qualifications, of its own members ; and a majority of each shall

'(t; u‘(’)‘;l‘l;]’t‘embers' constitute a quorum to do business ; but a srialler number may
adjourn from day to day, and may be authoriséd to compel the
attendance of absent members, In such manner and under such
penalties as each house may provide.

Fach house to de- 2. Eacu house may determine the rules of its proceedings,

termine its own - pyupish its members for disorderly behaviour, and with the con-

rules, &e. currenee of two thirds, expel a member.

Journals to be 3. Eacu house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and
;fgg:e'g :(:li;}liblish- from time fo time publish the same, excepting such parts as may
ed, &e. in their judgment require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of

the members of either house on any question, shall, at the desire
of one fifth of those present, be entered on the journal.
Adjournment of 4. Nerrucr house, during the session of congress, shall,
both houses. without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than three
days, nor to any other place than that in which the two houses
shall be sitting.

Section G.

Senators and re- 1. THE senators and representatives shall receive a compen-
P?}gcr&wti"es to be gation for their services, fo be ascertained by law, and paid out
I}’,“'{ ¢ of the treasury of the United States. They shall, in all cases,
ar‘;evéieg&el‘é from except treason, felony, and breach of the peace, be privileged
> from arrest during their attendance at the session of their re-
spective houses, and in going to or returning from the same:;
=and for any speech or debate 1n either house, they shall not be

questioned in any other place. ‘
Concerning the 2. No senator or representative shall, during the time for
201(512111gt0f: S({ﬂineles which he was elected, be appointed to any civil office under the
&‘(}zypreszn%atise;. authority of the United States, which shall have been created,
such time ; and no person holding any oflice under the United

States shall be a member of either house during his continuance
in office.

or the emoluments whereof shall have been increased during
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Federal Constitution. 19

. . D. 1788—9.
Section 7. : ﬁ Ilg C. 13.

; ' ' \
. 3 . . \

1. Arw bills for raising revenue shall originate 1n the house. of Revenae'bills to
,representatives; but the senate may propose or concur with originatc in the
amendments as on other bills. 1.1{3:[11\8(2 oﬁ& represer-

9. Eyery bill which shall have passed the house of representa- = ©
tives and the senate, shall, before it become a law, be Fresen— president and of
ted to the president of the United States ; if he approve, he shall congress in the

sign it; but if not, he shall return it, with his obj ections, to that gﬁgctg‘eg fﬁfnﬁ‘ﬁ?’
house in which it shall have orlﬁmated, who shall enter the ob- jroceeding on bills
iections at Jarge on their journal, and proceed to reconsider it. in that respect.
%f, after such reconsideration, two thirds of that house shall agree '

1o pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to

" the other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered ; and

if approved by two thirds of that house, it shall become a law.

But in all such cases, the votes of both houses shall be deter-

mined by yeas and nays, and the namesg of the persons votinf;

for and against the bill, shall be entered on the journal of each

house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the pre-

sident within ten days, (Sundays excepted,) after it shall have

been presented to him, the same shall be a law in like manner as

if he had signed it, unless the congress by their adjournment

prevent its return, in which case it shall not be a law.

" 3. Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the concurrence Joint resolutions,
of the senate and house of representatives may be necessary, :;‘;?g’tt?gjgz’.;?‘?;"“
(except on a question of adjournment,) shall be presented 10 o came sanotion
the president of the United States; and before the same shall asbills.”

take effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by

him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the senate and house of
representatives, according to the rules and limitations prescri-

bed in the case of a hill. ' '

Section S.

Tue congress shall have power—
1. To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises; to Congress have
pay the debts and provide for the common defence and general POVET to lay taxs

welfare of the United States; but all duties, imposts, and ex- o5 &
cises, shall be uniform throughout the United States : ' s
2. To borrow money on the credit of the United States: To borrow money.

3. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among To regulate com-

_the several states, and with the Indian tribes: merce.

4. To establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and uni- To establish the
form laws on the subject of bankruptcies throughout the United rule of naturalizg-
o tion, &e.
States:

5. To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign '81;0 coin money,

coin, and fix the standard of weights and measures: C.
_ 6. To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the secu- To provide for
rities and current coin of the United States: punishing eounter-
7. To establish post-offi d ds: T mar
- 1o establish post-oilices and post-roads : To establish post

8_. To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by se- offices, &e.
euring, for limited times, to authors and inventors, the exclu- 'ero promote soi-
. . . P . . nee, &ec.
sive right to their respective writings and discoveries : ’

9. To constitute tribunals inferior to the supreme court: To Lo constitute infe.
: s rior tribunals, &e.




20 Federal Constitution.
ﬁ- ]%‘- (137’;%—*9- define and ﬂpunish piracies and felonies committed on the high
w7, seas, and offences against the law of nations:

10. To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and
make rules concerning captures on land and water: .
To raise armies. 11. To raise and support armies; but no appropriation of

money to that use, shall be for a longer term than two years :
Toprovideanavy. 12. To provide and maintain a navy:
To make rules for ~ 13. To make rules for the government and regulation of the
governing army  land and naval forces :
?}g;ig{de for 14. To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the
calling forth the 1aws ot: the union, suppress insurrections, and repel .im_'agionsz
3}1ilitiz§. e o 15. To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the
ga‘l)ﬁg;::ttgeoin?ﬁ: militia, and for governing such part of them as may be employ-
tia, &, ed in the service of the United States; reserving to the states
respectively, the appointment of the ofiicers, and the authority
of training the militia according to the discipline prescribed by
congress :
To exercise ex- 16. To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever,
clusive {‘“:igt‘tﬁ“?‘i“ over such district (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by
distriet mot exase. Cession of particular states, and the acceptance of congress, be-
ding ten miles ~ come the seat of government of the United States; and to ex-
square, &e. ercise like authority over all places purchased, by the consent
of the Jegislature of the state in which the same shall be, for the
erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, and other
needful buildings :—and,
Tomake all laws 17, To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper
necessary to the for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other
;:;c‘:vc:go“ of their %OWel‘S vested by this constitution in the government of the
' nited States, or in any department or officer thereof.

To declare war.

Section 9.

Importation of cer- 1. THE migration or importation of such persons as any of
ia}n ?eﬁ‘,slqns not to the states now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be
bt prob thited until Erohibited by the congress prior to the year one thousand eight
undred and eight; but a tax or duty may be imposed on'such
[*See art. 5, cl. 1.] importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each person.*
The writ of habeas 2. THE privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be
corpus recognized, guspended, unless when, in cases ‘of rebellion or invasion, the
&e. public safety may require it.
No bills of attain- 3. No bill of attainder or ex post facto law shall be passed.
:_1:‘? orex post fac- 4, No capitation, or other direct tax shall be laid, unless in
Drirect taxes ac. proportion to the census or enumeration herein-before directed
cording to census, to be taken. , _
No export duty, 5. No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from
nor preference of yny gtate. No preference shall be given by any regulation of
one state to ano- -
ther in commerce, COMMerce or revenue to the ports of one state over those of
"~ another; nor shall vessels bound to, or from, one state, be
obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another.
Money to be ex- 6. No monies shall be drawn from the treasury but in conse-
pended by legal g uence of appropriations made by law; and a’regular state-
appropriation ouly, . . s .
ment and account of the receipts and expenditures of all public
money shall be published from time to time. -
No titles of nobili. 7. No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States:

ty can be conferred . 11 der them,
Ty the United and no person holding any office of profit or trust under them,
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Federal Constitution. 21
hall, without the consent of the congress, accept of any pre- A.D.1783—9.
shall, . . anv kind whatever, fr A.R.C.13.

l sent, emolument, office, or title, of any kind whatever, from ,

: any king, prince, or foreign state. States; nor can its
officers aceept pre-

Section 10. sents, &e.
[Sce amendiments,
art. 13.]

1. No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confede- Powers withdrawn

<. orant letters of marque and reprisal; coin money ;from the states in-
I‘athIl‘, gra : . 1 t 1d and silver iy dividuaily.
emit bills of credit; make any thing but gold and silver coi
a tender in payment of dqb_ts ; pass any b_111 of attainder, ex

ost facto law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts; or
grant any title of nobili_ty. '

2. No state shall, without the consent of the congress, lay Powers which the ‘
any imposts or duties on imports or e.xpo'rts, exqept what may ;f;“ltyesug«géféfécmt \
be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws; and g hon of eon-
the nett produce of all duties and imposts, laid by any state on gress.
imports or exports, shall be for the use of the. treasury of the
United States; and all such laws shall be subject to the revi-
sion and control of the congress. No state shall, without the
consent of congress, iay any duty of topnage, keep troops, ov |
ships of war in time of peace, enter into any agreement or
compact with another state, or w1t11. a forelgn power, or engage
in war, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent danger as
will not admit of delay.

ARTICLE 2.
Section 1.

1. Tur executive power shall be vested in a president of the Executive power
United States of America. He shall held lis office during the VL“Stf'v‘dQ‘_m a presi-
term of four years, and together with the vice-president, chosen 40 &¢
for the same term, be elected as follows :

2. Eacu state shall appoint, in such manner as the legisla- Electors of presi-
ture thereof may direct, a number of electors, equal to the dent and viee-pre-
whole number of senators and representatives to which the sident, &e.
state may be entitled in the congress: but no senator or repre-
sentative, or person holding an office of trust or profit under
the United States, shall be appointed an elector. 0

3. Tur electors shall meet in their respective states, and Mceting of the e-
vote by ballot for two persons, of whom one at least shall not ICGLO‘A‘S% of presi-
be an nhabitant of the same state with themselves. And they Src}?gi’r;:éueedinrrs,
shall make a list of all the persons voted for; and of the num- : v

ber of votes for each ; which list they shall sign and certify, and
transmit, sealed, to the seat of the government of the United
States, directed to the president of the senate. The president
of the senate shall, in the presence of the senate and house of
representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall
then be counted. The person having the greatest number of
votes shall be the president, if such number be a majority of
‘ , the whole number of clectors appointed : and if there be more
‘ Ragional Library & than one who have such majority, and have an equal number
Samn Houston *jg‘(’ﬁ of votes, then the house of representatives shall immediately
eooeh v choose by ballot one of them for president; and if no person

" [ Y . |

T have a majority, then, from the five highest on the list, the said
PO i :
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A.D.1788—9. house shall, in like manner, choose the president. But in
A.R.C.13. choosing the president, the votes shall be taken by states, the
S representation from each state having one vote: a quorum for
this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-
thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states shall be
necessary to a choice. 1In every case, after the choice of the
president, the person having the greatest number of votes of
. . the electors, shall be the vice-president. But if there should
;[u 3‘1‘5‘3&;} ai‘fe remain two or more who have equal votes, the senate shall
12.] choose from them, by ballot, the vice-president.*
Congress may de- 4. 'T'ur congress may determine the time of choosing the
termine the tme olectors, and the day on which they shall give their votes;
of choosing electors .~ PRRT v , -l
of president, ke, Which day shall be the same throughout the United States.
The presideat to 5. No person except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of
BCC‘[“;‘:;"EI?OE}é o the United States at the time of the adoption of this constitu-
aged 555 and 14 tion, shall be eligible to the office of president: neither shall
years & vesident of any person be eligible to that office, who shall not have attained
the United States. {0 the age of thirty-five years, and been fourteen years a resi-
: dent within the United States.
In case of vacancy €. I case of the removal of the president from office, or of

ny

in the office of pre- iy death, resignation, or inability to discharge the powers and .

sident, the vice- o

president to act duties of the said office, the same shall devolve on the vice-
g £ (] ’ N
&e. president; and the congress may by law provide for the case of

removal, death, resignation, or inability, both of the president
and vice-president, ceclaring what officer shall then act as pre-

ident, and such officer shall act accordingly, until the disa-

ility be rewoved, or a president shall be elected.

Compensation of 7. Lun president shall, at stated tumes, receive for his ser-

the president.  vices, a compensation, which shall neither be increased nor
duninished during the period for which he shall have been
elected, and he shall not receive within that period any other
emolument from the United States or any of them,

The president to 8. BErorz he enter on the execution of his office, he shall

take an cath. take the following oath or affirmation:

Formof theoath. 1 Do solemnly swear (or affirm) that T will faithfully exe-
cute the office of president of the United States, and will to
the best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend the consti-

tution of the United States.”

W &

=

Section 2.

Tihe president is 1. Tux president shall be commander in chief of the army
commanderin  and navy of the United States, and of the militia of the seve-
chicf, &e. ral states, when called into the actual service of the United
He may require  States ; he may require the opinion, in writing, of the principal
written opinions _officer in cach of the executive departments3 upon any subject
f‘c?\‘ﬁvglg;ggﬁlsm relating fo the dutics of their respective offices; and he shall
He can reprieve  have power to grant reprieves and pardons for offences against
and pardon. the United States, except in cases of impeachment.

ife may, in con- 2. Hu shail have power, by and with the advice and consent
gunetion with the o the genate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds of the

sonate, make trea- 0 T T " AT
os, appoint am- Senators present concur: and he shall nominate, and by and

bassadors, Se.  with the advice and consent of the senate, shall appoint ambas-

sadors, othier public ministers and consuls, judges of the su-
preme cowvt, and all other officers of the Umted States, whoss
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Federal Constitution: 23

appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which ﬁ- g é73183"9-
ghall be established by law. But the congress way by law vest ™~ ™
the appointment of sugh inferior ofhcg_l S, a8 thqy tlimk PYOPEL, (oo may vest
in the president alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of certain appoint-
depal‘tments- ments in the pre-
3. Tue president shall have power to fill up all vacancies f#;g:igo“e’ or o
that may happen during the recess of the senate, by granting 'vic president may

commissions which shall expire at the end of their next ses-fill vacancies dur-
o ing the recess of
sioms the senate.

Section 3.

1. He shall from time to time give to the congress infor- President to in-
mation of the state of the union, and recommend to their f‘(’)‘c‘a f&nfgﬁss’ and
consideration such measures as he shall judge necessary and guies; may con.
expedient; he may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both vene and adjourn
houses, or either of them, and in case of disagreement between ©onsress on certan
them, with respect to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn yicrn’ "eerve
them to such time as he shall think proper; he shall receive shall sce the laws
ambassadors and other public ministers ; he shall take care that exceuted, and com-
the laws be faithfully executed, and shall commission all the ‘gi“ﬁg“(;gtgg"cers
officers of the United States. ~ States.

Section 4.

1. Tue president, vice-president, and all civil officers of the President, &e. re-
United States, shall be removed from office on impeachment movable on im-
for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and E;gf?c’:ggt and
misdemeanors. -

ARTICLE 3.
- Section 1.

1. Tur judicial power of the United States shall be vested Judicial powers
in one supreme court, and in such inferior courts as the con- Ve_ited‘ in a su-
gress may from time to time ordain and establish. The judges, lfll,dl‘?fs o l%ﬁf )
both of the supreme and inferior courts, shall hold their offices their offices during
during good behaviour, and shall, at stated times, receive for good Jbehaviour,
their services a compensation, which shall not be diminished e
during their continuance in office.

Section 2.

1. Tae judicial power shall extend to all cases, in law and Extent of the judi-
equity, arising under this constitution, the laws of the United ¢l power.
States, and treaties made, or which shall be made, under their
authority ; to all cases affecting ambassadors, other public mi-
nisters and consuls; to all cases of admiralty and maritime
Jjurisdiction ; to controversies to which the United States shal}
be a party; to controversies between two or more states, be-
tween a state and citizens of another state, belween citizens
of different states, between citizens of the same state, claiming [* Sce avestriction
lands under grants of different states, and between a state, or of this provision, 4-

) . A .- o Y0 mendments, art,
the citizens thereof, and foreign states, citizens or subjects.® 1.} >

M




24 Federal Constitution.

A-DA7ss—0. 9. In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers
Q__R_Q ii.) and consuls, and those in _\Vbich.a state _Shall be a party, the
Original tnd ap-  SUPYCME court shall have original jurisdiction. In all the other
pellate jurisdiction C2Ses before mentioned, the supreme court shall have appellate
of the supreme  jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, with such exceptions, and
court. under such regulations as the congress shall make.
;Ilil of C}‘i:;ies o 3. Tue trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment,
¢ RV e ghall be by jury; and such trial shall be held in the state where
the said crimes shall have been committed ; but when not com-
mitted within any state, the trial shall be at such place or places
as the congress may by law have directed.

Section 3.

Befinition of trea- 1. ‘Treasox against the United States shall consist only in

son. levying war against them, or in adhering to their enemies, giv-
ing them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of
treason, unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same
overt act, or on confession in open court.

Congress to de- 2. Tux congress shall have power to declare the punishment

clave the. punish- of 4reason, but no attainder of treason shall work corruption of

ment of  treason, g . ) . . .

S blood, or forfeiture, except during the life of the person at-
tainted.

ARTICLE 4.
Section 1.

Credit to be given 1. Furr faith and credit shall be given in each state to the
;‘llgﬁg ouate Ecthoefpublic acts, records and judicial proccedings of every other
another, &e.  State.  And the congress may by general laws prescribe the

manner in which such acts, records and proceedings shall be

proved, and the eftect thereof.
Section 2.

Reciprocity of ¢iti- 1, Tag citizens of each state shall be entitled to all privi-
zenship through- 10006 and immunities of citizens in the several states.

Criminals flying 2. A rersox charged in any state with treason, felony, or
from one state to other crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found in ano-

another, to be de- et : o g
Jivered up on de- ther state, shall, on demand of the executive authority of the

mand. state from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the
state having jurisdiction of the crime.
Runaway slaves, 3. No person held to service or labor in one state, under the

&c. to be delivered 13 vwg thereof], escaping into another, shall, in consequence of
- any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service
or labor, but shall be delivered up, on claim of the party to

whom such service or labor may be due.
Section 3.

Newstatesmaybe 1. New states may be admitted by the congress intg this
admitted into the ynion 3 but no new state shall be formed or erected within the
mion, e jurisdiction of any other state ; nor any state be formed by the

junction of two or more states, or parts of states, without the
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Federal Constitution. 953

. . , A.D. 1788—9.
consent of the legislatures of the states concerned, as well as A-D. (137'13. 9

of the congress. . ) . ;
2. Tue con%ress shall have power to dispose of, ap_d rflake Congr'essf o have
d regulatmns respecting, the territor Y O power over terri-

ing to the United States; and nothing in tory, &e. Claims

§
other property belor of the states, &e.

~ this constitufion shall be so construed, as to prejudice any 9 o be prejudic

¢laims of the United States, or of any particular state. ced.
A Section 4.

1. Tue United States shall guarantee to every state in this Republican form

. ach of government
ublic: i e r uaranteed to each
of them against invasion ; and, on application of the legislature, gme, &

or the executive (when the legislature cannot be convened,)
against domestic violence.

_ARTICLE 5.

1. Tur congress, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall Mode of amending
deem it necessary, shall propose amendments fo this constitu- this constitution.
tion; or, on the application of the legislatures of two-thirds of
the several states, shall call a convention for proposing amend-
ments, which, in either case, shall be valid to all intents and

urposes, as part of this constitution, when ratified by the legis-
{)atures of three-fourths of the several states, or by conventions
in three-fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratifi-
cation may be proposed by the congress; provided, that no
amendment which may be made prior to the year one thousand

-eight hundred and eight, shall in any manner affect the first* [* Concerning the *

and fourth* clauses 1n the ninth section of the first article: ‘t”.’P""m“"“ of cer-

and that no state, without its consent, shall be deprived of its (la:?cgciizzsj and

equal suffrage in the senate.f gf See ante, art. 1,
3, cl. 1.]

ARTICLE O.

1. Avrr debts contracted and engagements entered into, be- Assumption of
fore the adoption of this constitution, shall be as valid against ge‘ftsl incurrcd un-
the United States under this constitution, as under the con- o confedera-

»

federation.
2. Tuis constitution, and the laws of the United States This constitution,
which shall be made in pursuance thereof, and all treaties 2t of congress,
. U - .7 and treaties, the
made, or which shall be made, under the authority oi’ the Uni- supreme law, &o.
ted States, shall be the supreme law of the land; and the judges The state jndges
In every state shall be bound thereby; any thing in the con- bound thereby.

stitution or laws of an{ state to the contrary notwitastanding.

-8, Tz senators and representatives before mentioned, and Senators, repre-

sentatives, &e.

the members of the several state legislatures, and all executive
‘bonud by oath or

and judicial officers, both of the United States and of the affirmatin to sup-

several states, shall be bound by oath or aflirmation, to support port this co:stitn-
this constitution: but no religious test shall ever be required E\"f’y Heious test
as a qualification to any office or public trust under the United ~ = o o 5t

States.

VOL. T. D




26 Federal Constitution.

A.D. 1788—9.

A.R.C.13. ARTICLYE 7.

Ratification of nine . 1* TH'E ratification of ‘t'he conven‘tiops of ni‘ne states, shall
states sufficient, D€ sufficient for the establishment of this constitution between
&e. the states so 1amymg he same.

Done in convention, by the unanimous consent of the states
present, the seventeenth day of September, in the year
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-
seven, and of the independence of the United States of
America, the tweifth. In witness whereof, we have
hereunto subscribed our names.

GEORGE WASHINGTON,
President, and deputy from Virginia.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.
John Langdes,
Nicholas $ilman.

MASSACHUSETTS.
Nathaniel Gorhaun,
Rufus King.

CONNECTICTT,
Willism Samuel Johnson,
Roger Sherman.

KEW YORX.
Alexander Hamilton.
NEW JERSEY.
William Livingston,
David Brearly,
‘William Patterson,
Jonathan Dayton.

PENNSYLVANTA,
Benjamin Franklin,
Thomas Mifflin,
Robert Morris,
George Clymer,
Thoinas Fitzsimmons,
Jared Ingersoll,

DELAWARE.
George Read,
Gunning Bedford, jun.
John Dickinson,
Richard Bassett,
Jacob Broom.

MARYLAND.
James M‘Henry,
Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer,
Daniel Carrol.

VIRGINTIA.
John Blair,
James Madison, jun.

NORTIH CAROLINA.
‘William Blount,
Richard Dobbs Spaight,
Hugh Williamson.
SOUTH CAROLINA.

John Rutledge,
Charles Cotesworth Pmckne\ s
Charles Pinckney,
Pierce Butler.

GEORGIA.

James Wilson,

William Few,
Gouverneur Morris.

Abraham Baldwin.
Attest, WILLIAM JACKSON, Secretary.

IN CONVENTION,
Monxpay, SepreMBER 17, 1787.

Present, the states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Conneeticut, Mr. Haniil-
ton from New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virgi-
nia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia.

Clonstitution to be
laid before con-
gress, &c.

1. Resolved, That the preceding constitution be laid before
the Um ed States, 1 congress assembled, and that it is the
opmmn of this convention, that it should afterwards be sub-
mitted to a convention of delegates chosen in each state by the
people thereof, under the recommendation of its legislature,
for their assent and ratification; and that each LODVQlltl(:n as-
senting to, and ntl[)lnv the same, should give notice thercof
to the Umted States in congress asuembled
Congress to fix a 2. Resolved, That it is tm opmlon of this convention, that
day for appointing a5 soon as the conventions of nine states shall have ratified this
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glectors s
. andp neli ’ o b ted
" That after guch publication, the electors should be appointed,

Federal Constitution. 7

constitution, the United States in congress assembled, should ﬁ g (1373185‘9-
fix a day on which electors should be appointed by the states (& ™= ™ ,
which shall have ratified the same, and a day on whick the v presi-
" hould assembie to vote for the president, and t]}e time dent, &e.

lace for commencing proceedings uader this constitution.

I +he 3 : tatives elected. That the electors Mode recomraen.
and the-.senatorb E‘i.nd lepreysen - . -esident, ded for carrying
should meet on the day fixed for the election of the president, (&% o8 S5 U6
and should transmit their votes, certified, signed, sealed and () e, :

directed, as the constitution requires, to the secretary of the

. United States in congress assembled : that the senators and
~ representatives should convene at the time and place assigned ;

that the senators should appoint a president of the senate, for
the sole purpose of receiving, opening and counting the votes
for president ; and that, after he shall be chosen, the congress,
together with the president, should without delay, proceed to
execute this constitution. _

" By the unanimous order of the convention.

- GEORGE WASHINGTON, President.
- WirLiam Jacgson, Secretary.

—e——

IN CONVENTION,

SeprEMBER 17, 1787.

SIR, .
~ Weg have now the honor to submit to the consideration of Letter from the
the United States in congress assembled, that constitation 00‘1"0“‘&({“ that
which has appeared to us the most advisanle. f“‘;z:[gfqio’l‘)srg_

Tre friends of our country have long seen and desired, that sident of congress.
the power of making war, peace and treaties, that of levying
money and regulating commerce, and the correspondent execu-
tive and judicial authorities, should be fully and effectually
vested in the general government of the union; but the impro-

priety of delegating such extensive trust to one body of men

1s evident; hence results the necessity of a different organiza-

tion. ,
It is obviously impracticable in the federal government of

these states, to secure all rights of independent sovereignty to

each, and yet provide for the interest and safety of all: individu-

- als entering into society must give up a share of liberty to pre-

serve the rest. The magnitude of the sacrifice must depend
as well on situation and circumstance, as on the object to be
obtained. itis at all times difficult to draw with precision the
line between thosg rights which must be surrendered, and those
which may be reserved; and on the present occasion this diffi-
culty was increased by a difference among the several states,
as to thelr situation, cxtent, habits and particular interests.

In all our deliberations on this subject, we kept steadily in
our view that which appears to us the greatest interest of every
true American, the consolidation of our union, in which is in-
volved our prosperity, felicity, safety, perhaps cur national
existence. 'This important consideration, seriously and deeply




2! Federal Constitution.

3
;‘e- I? (1;78133*9 impressed on our minds, led each state in the convention to

__ be less rigid on points of inferior magnitude, than might have
v been othorwise expected ; and thus the constitution which we
row present, is the result of a spirit of amity, and of that
mutual deference and concession, which the peculiarity of our
pelitical situation rendered indispensible.
Trar it will meet the {ull and entire approbation of every
state, i not, nerhaps, to be expected ; but each will doubtless
- consider, that, had {mr interests been alone censulted, the conse-
quences might have been particularly disagreeable or injurious
to otbers: that it is liable to as few exceptions as could reason-
ably have been expected, we hope and believe: that it may
promote the lasting welfare of that country so dear to us all,
and secure her freedom and happiness, 1s our most ardent
wish. ) .
Wirn great respect, we have the honor to be, Sir, your ex-
cellency’s most obedient and humble servants, :
By unanimous order of the convention,

GEORGE WASHINGTON, President.
His Excellency, the President of Congress.

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION.
ARTICLE 1.

Congress prohidit-  Coneress shall make no law respecting an_establishment of
fﬁéﬁ?i ‘“té'f(lf,?f religion, or prokibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
frecdom of speech, the freedoin of speech, or of the press ; or the right of the peo-
of the press, and pie peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a
g;:l.nght of peti- rodress of grievances.

ARTICLE 2.

%ightt Ofkthe peor A wrrr regulated militia being necessary to the security of
Dot aeme R a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall

bear arms, &e. oL LE
not be infringed.
ARTICLE 3.

No soldier tobe  No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house
fonecered n any - without the consent of the owner ; nor in time of war, but in a
peace, withount ~Manner to be prescribed by law.
consent, &o.

ARTICLE 4.

Nosearchwarrant  Tug right of the people to be secure in their persons, l}ouses,
t(’,’f“ﬁ’ except on papers, and effects, against unreasonable seqrches and selzures,
E;{’hf&ﬁ 8% Shall not be violated ; and no warrants shall issue, but upon pro-
bable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly
describing the place to be searched, and the persons er things to
be seized. :
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“exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be pre-
served ; and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-examin- jj ¢ the value of

Federal Constitution. 29

ARTICLE 5. A.D. 1788—9.
A. R. C. 13

. . 3 : R | |
_+ No person shall be held to answer for a capital or otherwise ) S
0 person to be

. . R oo C ietment o
infamous crime, unless on a .mesefxtxxlent or m‘dlctmin( f'f 2110 to answer for
grand jury, except in cascs arsing in the land or nava forces, a erime, unicss on
or in the militia, when it actual service, in time of war or public presentment, &e.
. nor shall any person be subject for the sarre offence to execpt in the land
danger, nor 244 £ life or limb : - shall be compelled or naval forces, nor
be twice put iu jeopardy of life or Iimb; nor shall be compelled, ¢ answer for the
in any criminal case, to be a witness against himself, nor be de-same offence twice,
rived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law ; &
nor shall private property be taken for public use without just

compensation.
ARTICLE O.

Ix all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right Assufanceg of .
1 i < 1 Tal 3 : ¢ speedy and public

to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the state ¢ g’} , jury[: bl
and district wheremn the crime shiall have l?een committed, which, criminal Drese.
district shall have been previously ascertained by faw; and to be cutions. :
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation 5 to be con-
fronted with the witnesses against him ; to have compulsory pro-
cess for obtaining witnesses in his favor; and to have the assis-
tance of counsel for his defence.

ARTICLE 7.

T~ suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall Right of trial by
' Jjury ia suits at
commmon law,

ed in any court'8f the United States, than according to the rules % 20, &e.
of the common law.

ARTICLE 8.

ExcEessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines im- Excessive bail, and
posed, nor cruel and unusual punishments flicted. unjust and cruel
punishments, pro-
hibited.
ARTICLE 9.

TuEe enumeration in the constitution, of certain rights, shall I%ig.btstent“"é?rat-
: ot ed, not to dispar-
not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the age those retained.

people.
ArTICcLE 10.

Tae powers not delegated to the United States by the consti- Powers not deles
tution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the bg"mtjga ff)ct'l are re-
states respectively, or to the people. states or P(;(fple'

ARTICLE 11.

THE judicial power of the United States shall not be constru- Restriction of ju-
ed to extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prose- dicial POW@;- [§sz,€
cuted against one of the United States by citizens of another 3f'p ** % 3=

state, or by citizens or subjects of any foreign state.
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A.D. 1788—9. ok
A.R.C. 13. ] ARTICLE 12.

| — o . . .
R - 1. Tug electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote
Sece ante, art. 2, by

1,cl. 5.] ballot for president and vice president, one of whom, atleast,
. Actual mode of  shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves;
clecting the presi- they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as presi-
f}lfl':l:';? the Une dent, and in distinct ballots the person voted for as vice presi-
ted States. dent; and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for
as president, and of all persons voted for as vice president, and
of the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and
certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of the
Uhited States, directed to the president of the senate; the
president of the senate shall, in tge presence of the senate and
house of representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes
shall then be counted ; the person having the greatest number of
votes for president, shall be the president, if such number be a
majority of the whole number of electors appointed; and if no
erson have such majority, then, from the persons having the
ighest number, not exceeding three, on the list of those voted
for as president, the house of representatives shall choose imme-
diately, by ballot, the president. But in choosing the presi-
dent, the votes shall be taken by states, the representation from
each state having one vote : a quorum for this purpose shall con-
sist of a member or members {rom two-thirds of the states, and
a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And
if the house of representatives shall not choose a president
whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, before
the fourth day of March next following, then the vice president
shall act as president, as in the case of the death or other con-
stitutional disability of the president. :
2. Tre person having the greatest number of votes as vice
president, shall be the vice president, if such number be a ma-
Jority of the whole number of electors appointed; and if no
person have a majority, then, from the two highest numbers on
the list, the senate shall choose the vice president: a quorum
for the purpose shall consist of two thirds of the whole number
of senators; and a majority of the whole number shall be neces-
sary to a choice. '
3. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of
president, shall be eligible to that of vice president of the United
States. :

ARTICLE 13.

Citizenship forfeit-  Ir any citizen of the United States shall accept, claim, re-
;dnc"ey f‘r‘;ﬁn b ceive, or retain any title of nobility or honor, or shall, without
eign power, of any the consent of congress, accept and retain any present, pension,
title of nobility, at- office, or emolument of any kind whatever, from any emperor,
fice, or emobument kin e nrince, or foreign power, such person shall cease to be a
g, prince, power,
Py Kind, & itizen of the United States, and shall be incapable of holding
See ante, art. 1, citizen of the United States, and sh cap )

$ 9, ¢l 2. any office of trust or profit under them, or either of them.
J P
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 Bill of Rights.

-+ C. 8.

F Declarutic . Qf Rights, made by the Representatiws of the

People of VirciNia, assembled in full and free Con-
%om s wohich rights do pertain to them, and their l‘oste—
| ag’;""tﬁe"’ws’is and foundation of Government.

]

[Unanimously adopted, June 12, 1776.]
1. .mat all men are by nature equally free and indepen-
+mt, and bave certain inherent rights, of which, when they

‘enterinto a state of society, they cannot; by any compact, de-

rive or divest their posterity; name}y_, the enjoyment of life

and liberty, with the means _of_ acquiring and possessing pro-
perty, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety.

9. Tuar all power is vested in, and consequently derived

from, the people; that Magistrates are their trustees and ser-

vants. and at all times amenable to them.

3 fuaT government is, or ought to be, instituted for the -

common benefit, protection and security, of the people, nation,

-1 vo.amunity: ‘of all the various modes and forms of govern-

ment, that is best,-which is capable of producing the greatest

- degree of ha&)piness-and safety, and is most effectually secured

against the danger of mal-administration ; and that, when any

‘government shall be found inadequate or contrary to these

purposes, a majority of the community hath an indubitable,
'u’n;fienable, and indefeasible right, to reform, alter, or abolish
it; in such manner as shall be judged most conducive to the
public weal. s )

‘4, TuaT no man, or set of men, are entitled to exclusive or
separate emoluments or privileges from the community, but in
consideration of public services; which not being descendiblé,
neither ought the offices of Magistrate, Legislator, or Judge,
to be hereditary.

5, Tuaar the Legislative and Executive powers of the state
should be separate and distinct from the Judiciary; and that
the members of the two first may be restrained from oppres-
sion, by feeling and participating the burthens of the people,
they should, at fixed periods, be reduced to a private station,
return into that body from which they were originally taken,
and the vacancies be supplied by frequent, certain, and regu-
lar elections, in which aﬂ: or any part of the former members,
to be again eligible, or ineligible, as the laws shall direct.

6. Tuar elections of members to serve as representatives
of the people, in Assembly, ouglit to be free; and that all men,
having sufficient evidence of permanent common interest with,
and attachment to, the community, have the right of suffrage,
and cannot be taxed or deprived of their property {or public
uses, without their own consent, or that of their representa-

“tives so elected, nor bound by any law to which they have not,

in like manner, assented, for the public good.

7. Tuar all power of suspending laws, or the execution of

laws, by any authority, without consent of the representatives




Bill of Righis.

of the people, is injurious to their rights, and ought not to be
exercised.
8. Tuar, in all capital or criminal prosecutions, a man hath

a right to demand the cause and nature of his accusation, to

D . . - . 0
be confronted with the accusers and witnesses, to call for evi-

dence in his favor, and to a speedy trial by an impartial jury
of his vicinage, without whose unanimous consent he cannet
be found guilty; nor can he be compelled to give evidence
against himself; that no man be deprived of his liberty except
by the law of the land, or the judgment of his peers.

9. THat excessive bail ought not to be required, nor exces-
sive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments in-
flicted. .

10. Tuar general warrants, whereby an officer or messenger
may be commanded to search suspected places without evi-
dence of 2 fact committed, or to seize any person or persons
not named, or whose offence is not particularly described and
supported by evidence, are grievous and oppressive, and ought
not to be granted.

11. THaT, in controversies respecting property, and in suits
between man and man, the ancient trial by jury is preferable
to any other, and ought to be held sacred.

12. Tuar the freedom of the press is one of the great bul-
warks of liberty, and can never be restrained but by despotic
governments. : ’

18. '"T'mar a well regulated militia, compesed of the body of
the people, trained to arms, is the proper, natural and safe de-
fence of a free state; that standing armies, in time of peace,
should be avoided, as dangerous to liberty; and that in all
cases, the military should be under strict subordination to, and
governed by, the civil power.

14. Tuar the people have a right to uniforin government;
and therefore, that no government separate from, or indepen-
dent of, the government of Virginie, ought to be erected or
established within the limits thereof. -

15. Tuar no free government, or the blessing of liberty,
can be preserved to any people, but by a firma adherence to jus-
tice, moderation, temperance, frugality, and virtue, and by fre-
quent recurrence to fundamental principles.

16. Tuar religion, or the duty which we owe to our Creator,

-and the manner of discharging 1t, can be directed only by rea-

son and conviction, not by force or violence ; and therefore all
men are equally entitled to the free exercise of religion, ac-
cording to the dictates of conscience ; and that it is the mutual
duty of all to practise Christian forbearance, love, and charity
towards each other.
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Constilution of Virginia.

C. 43-.'

Phe Constitution or Form of Government, agreed to and re-

“solved upon by the Delegates and Representatives of the seve-
ril. Counties and Corporations of Virginia.

- [Unanimously adopted, June 29, 1776.]

1. wueress George the third, King of Great Britain and
Treland, and Elector of Hanover, heretofore entrusted with the -

exercise of the kingly oﬂicq in this government, hath endea-
voured to pervert the same into a detestable and insupportable
tyranny, by putting his negative on laws the most wholesome
and necessary for the public good : By denying his Governors
permission to pass laws of inmediate and Pressing importance,
unless suspended in their operation. for his assent, and, when
so suspended, neglecting to attend to them for many years:
By refusing to pass certain other laws, unless the persons to
be benefited by them would relinquish the inestimable right
of representation in the Legislature : By dissolving Legislative
Assemblies repeatedly and continually, for opposing with man-
ly firmness his invasions of the rights of the people: When
dissolved, by refusing to call others for a long space of time,
thereby leaving the political system without any Legislative
head : By endeavoring to prevent the population of our coun-
try, and, for that purpose, obstructing the laws for the naturali-
zation of foreigners: By keeping among us, in time of peace,
standing armies and ships of war: By affecting to render the
military independent of, and superior to, the civil power: By
combining with others to subject us to a foreign jurisdiction;
giving his assent.to their pretended acts of Legislation ; For
quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: For cutting
off our trade with all parts of the world: For imposing taxes

“on us without our consent : For depriving us of the benefits of

‘the trial by jury: For transporting us beyond seas, to be tried
for pretended offences: For suspending our own' Legislatures,
and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for
us in all cases whatsoever: By plundering our seas, ravaging
our coasts, burning our towns, and destroying the lives. of our
people : By inciting insurrections of our fellow subjects, with
the allurements of forfeiture and confiscation: By prompting
our negroes to rise in arms among us, those very negroes,
whomn, by an inhuman use of his negative, he hath refused us

permission to exclude by law: By endeavoring to bring on the -

inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Jndian savages,
whose known rule of warfare is an undistinguished destruction

of all ages, sexes, and conditions of existence: By transport- -

ing at this time, a large army of foreign mercenaries, .to com-
plete the works of death, desolation, and tyranny, already

begun with circumstances of cruelty and perfidy unworthy the :

head of a civilized nation: By answering our repeated peti-
tions for redress with a repetition of injuries: And finally, by

abandoning the helm of government, and declaring us out of"
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54 Constitution of Virginia.

A.D.1776.  his allegiance and protection. By which several acts of mis-
ARC L \ f thi tr s f 1 ised
rule, the government of this country, as formerly exercise
Forme under the crown of Great Britain, is totally dissolved:
ot disotvad. 2. Wg, therefore, the Delegates and Representatives of the
Another declared. good people of Virginia, having maturely considered the prem-

R - ises, and viewing with great concern the deplorable condition -

to which this once happy country must be reduced, unless some
regular adequate mode of civil (I)olity is speedily adopted, and
in compliance with a recommendation of the General Congress,
do ordain and declare the future form of government of Vir-
ginia to be as followeth :
Legislative, Exe- 3. Tur Legislative, Executive, and Judiciary departments,
cutive, and Judici- gha]] be separate and distinct, so that neither exercise the powers
ﬁ}{;ﬁ:ﬁf}?ﬁg&m properly belonging to the other; nor shall any person exercise
the powers of more than one of them at the same time, except
that the justices of the county courts shall be eligible to either
House of Assembly. ,
Legislature; Gen- 4. Ture Legislative shall be formed of two distinct branches,
eral Assembly, —who, together, shall be a compiete Legislature. They shall
ts‘:l:r:ﬁgggvg&%u; meet once or oftener, every year, and shall be called the Gen-
year. eral Assembly of Virginia. ) '
House of Dele- = 5. ONE of these shall be called the House of Delegates, and
gates; its mem- consist of two Representatives to be chosen for each county,
bers, how quali- 51, for the district of West Augusta, annually, of such men as
fied, by whom, o . ) _
and how chosen. actually reside in and are freeholders of the same, or duly
qualified according te law, and also one Delegate or Represen-
tative to be chosen annually for the city of Williamsburg, and
one for the borough®dt Norfolk, and a Representative for each
of such other cities and boroughs as' may hereafter be allowed
When 2 corpora- particular representation by the Legislature ; but when any city
tiow’s right to re- or horough shall so decrease as that the number of persons
presentation shall 1,aving right of suffrage therein shall have been for the space of
' seven years successively less than half the number of voters in
some one county in Virginia, such city or borough thencefor-
ward shall cease to send a Delegate or Representative to the
Assembly.
Senate; number 6. Tux other shall be called the Senate, and consist of twenty-
of ‘{}g"(‘l"eig’» how four members, of whom thirteen shall constitute a House to pro-
. mdhow  ceed on business, for whose election the different counties s?mal]
chasen. be divided into twenty-four districts; and each county of the
respective district, at the time of the election of its Delegates,
shall vote for one Senator, who is actually a resident and free-
holder within the district, or duly qualified according to law,
and is upwards of twenty-five years of age; and the sheriffs of
each county, within five days at farthest after the last county
election in the district, shall meet at some convenient place,
and from the poll so taken in their respective counties return
as a Senator the man who shall have the greatest number of
Rotation. votes in the whole district. To keep up this Assembly by ro-
_ tation, the districts shall be equally divided into four classes,
and numbered by lot. At the end of one year after the general
election, the six members elected by the first division shall be
displaced, and the vacancies thereby occasioned supplied from
such class or division, by new election, in the manner aforesaid.
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" pumber, and continued in due order annually.

‘ forsuglyinglltermediate vacancies. plying vacancies.

consent of the House of Delegates, except money hills, which of Delegates; but,

« proved or rejected. Senate.

respectively, deposited in the conference room, the boxes ex-
. amined jointly by a Committee of each House, and the num- pjs sajary and pow-

. both Houses in all cases ;) who shall not continue in that office j; certain cases.

‘bers present (to any part whereof any member may enter his
_ dissent) to be laid before the General Assembly, when called

Constitution of Virginia. ' a5

i ivisi i i . D. 1776. .
'i‘his. rotation shall be appligd to each division, according to its ﬁ' }g (1: A |

7. Trar the right of suffrage in the election of members of Right of suflvage ;
both Houses shaﬁ remain as exercised at present, and each ggeh House may
Hous~ sha'l choose its own Speaker, appoint its own officers, cholosef:ﬁ 1tsSpeakler
AUUD = _ o i . : ts ] and ofheers, and
settle its own rules of proceeding, and direct wi its of election fsouc writs Eor onp-

'1aws shall originate in the House of Delegates, to be Laws shall origi-
apg;'OVél;‘ g: rejected bybthe Senate, or to be amended with the nate in the House

if not money bills,
in no instance shall be altered by the Senate, but wholly ap- gendable by the

9. A GovERNOR, or Chief Magistrate, shall be chosen annu- Governor, how

: . . ; . ' In es: hosen, method of
ally, by jomnt ballot of both Houses, to be taken in each House gaﬁzzr; s

and other cases ;

bers severally reported to them, that the appointments may be ers; restrained

entered ; (which shall be the mode of taking the joint ballot of ggg‘vegsrg‘r‘tg;&f el

longer than three years successively, nor be eligible until the

~ expiration of ‘four years after he shall have been out of that

office. . An adequate, but moderate salary, shall be settled on
him during his continuance in office; and he shall, with the
adyice of a Council of State, exercise the executive powers of

goirernmer_lt according to the laws of this commonwealth; and

~ghall not, under any pretence, exercise any power or preroga-

tive by virtue of any law, statute, or custom, of England : But

“he shall, with the advice of the Council of State, have the

ower of granting reprieves or pardons, except where the pro-
secution shall have been carried on by the House of Delegates,
or the law shall otherwise particularly direct; in which cases,
no reprieve or pardon shall be granted, but by resolve of the
House of Delegates.
10. ExrHER Touse of the General Assembly may adjourn When he ma
themselves respectively. The Governor shall not prorogue or convoke the Cen.

~ adjourn the Assembly during their sitting, nor dissolve them ! Assembly.
at any time; but he shall, if necessary, either by advice of the
Council of State, or on application of a majority of the House
- of Delegates, call them before the time to which they shall stand
~ prorogued or adjourned. - ,

11."A Pxrivy Council or Council of State, consisting of eight Privy Couneil,

" members, shall be chosen by joint ballot of both Houses of As-number of; their

nbly, el ; - duty, power, and:
sembly, either from their own members or the people at large, terns & office.

to assist in the administration of government. They shall an-
nually choose out of their own members a President, who, in
case of the death, inability, or necessary absence of the Gover-
nor from the government, shall act as Iicutenant Governor.

" Four members shall be sufficient to act,-and their advice and

proceedings shall be entered of record, and signed by the mem-

for by them. 'This Council may appoint their own clerk, who
shall have a salary settled by law, and take an oath of sccrec
in such matters as he shall be directed by the Board to concea{

- A sum of money appropriated to that purpose shall he divided l |
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1(;/'715- annually among the members, in proportion to their attendance ;

and they shall be incapable during their continuance in office,
—— of sitting in either Hg)use of Assgmbly. Two members shall
be removed by joint ballot of both Houses of Assembly at the
end of every three years, and be ineligible for the three next
years. These vacancies, as well as those occasioned by death
or incapacity, shall be supplied by new elections, in the same
manner. '

12. Tur Delegates for Virginia to the Continental Congress
shall be chosen annually, or superseded in the mean time by
Joint bailot of both Houses of Assembly.

Military regula- 13. THue present militia officers shall be continued, and va-

tions. cancies supplied by appointinent of the Governor, with the
advice of the Privy Council, or recommendations from the
respective County Courts ; but the Governor and Council shall
have a power of suspending any officer, and ordering a court-
martial on complaint of mishehaviour or inability, or to supply
vacancies of officers happening when in actual service. 'The
Governor may embody the militia, with the advice of the Privy
Council, and when embodied, shall alone have the direction of
the militia under the laws of the country. :

Courts of Appeals, 14, T'ne two Houses of Assembly shall, by joint ballot,

General, of Chan-
cery, and Admi- . .
m]t)y” judges of; Court, Judges in Chancery, Judges of Admiralty, Secretary,

Secretary, and At- and the Attorney General, to be commissioned by the Gover-
torney General,  por, and continue in office during good behaviour. In case of
how appointed ; . . e P . .

salavics of; exclu. d€ath, incapacity, or resignation, the Governor, with the advice
ded with some  of the Privy Council, shall appoint persons to succeed in office,
others, from the  tg be approved or displaced by both Houses. These officers
ii%‘é’f@fé‘(’f ad - ghall have fixed and adequate salaries, and, together with all
others holding lucrative offices, and all Ministers of the Gospel

of every denomination, be incapable of being elected members

~of either House of Assembly, or the Privy Council.

Counties, Justices 15, 'T'me Governor, with the advice of the Privy Council,
;)I%a}ioz:v 38‘,’,‘2"83‘31 shall appoint Justices of the Peace for the counties; and in
clerks,preéonl-' case of vacancies, or a necessity of increasing the number
mend sheriffs and hereafter, such appointments to be made upon the recommen-
coronexs tobe  dation of the respective County Courts. 'The present acting
g)ggl‘:::\:(em:r(}db{p Secretary in Firginia, and clerks of all the County Courts,
point constables. snall continue in office. In case of vacancies, either by death,
incapacity, or resignation, a Secretary shall be appointed as

before directed, and the clerks by the respective courts. The

present and future clerks shall hold their offices during good

behaviour, to be judged of and determined in the General

Court. The Shenffs and Coroners shall be nominated by the

respective courts, approved by the Governor, with the advice

of the Privy Council, and commissioned by the Governor.

‘The Justices shall appoint constables, and all fees of the afore

said officers be regulated by law. :

16. Tur Governor, when he is out of office, and others of-

fending against the state, either by mal-administration, corrup-

tion, or other means by which the safety of the state may be

“endangered, shall be impeachable by the House of Delegates.

Impeachments.  Such impeachment to be prosecuted by the Attorney General,

or such other person or persons as the House may appoint, in

A
A.

=+

Delegates to Con-
gress, how chosen.

appoint judges of the Supreme Court of Appeals, and General -
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~ the colonies of Maryland, Pennsylvania, JNorth and South-
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e Tenc 2l Couit,according to the laws of the land. If found A.D.1776.
é Au'»ty,:h'et or they sha'l be :~e§ther for ever disabled to hold any ARCL
51 "c~-under gov rnm.nt, or removed from such office pro tem- V"
' e, oF subjected "¢~ 'such pains or penalties as the law shall

*.,;
f the .General Court, shall, Impeachments.

e ‘ - of the Judges o

> v qI, or-any of the
01 t . - ggurfds (g:) be judgedgof by the House of Delegates)
be recused of any of the crimes or offences beforg-mentloned,
s..¢ . House of Delegates may, in like manner, impeach the
uﬁf&ge or Judges so accused, to be prpsecuted in the (_Tourt _of
-lpi;eal"s; and he or they, if found guilty, shall be punished in

_ the same menner as is prescribed in the preceding clause.

" 18. Coummissiowns and grants shall run In the name of the Commissions,

& OMMONWEALTE in1a, and bear test by the Governor, grants and writs,
CommonweaLTH of Vire » Y ’ style, and test of.

.with the seal of the Commonwealth annexed. Writs shall run Todictments, con.

in the same manner, and bear test by the clerks of the several clusion of.

_courts. Indictments shall conclude, JAgainst the peace and
- dignity of the Commonwealth. -

19, "A. TREASURER shall be appointed annually, by joint bal- Treasurer.
lot 5f b-th Houses. = . ~ .
20. ALL escheats, pénalties, and forfeitures, heretofore going Escheats, penal-

~to the King, shal' go to the Commonwealth, save only such as ties, forfeitures.

the Liegislatuie na .abolisL, or otherwise provide for.

21, Tuz territories contdained within the charters erecting Territorial limits;
ecssion to co-ter-

Seh L _, : ~ minous states ;
Carolina, are hereby ceded, released, and for ever confirmed . sovern-

to the people of those colonies respectively, with all the rights ments west of

of property, jurisdiction, and government, and all other rights Mount Allegheny
‘whatsoever which might at any time heretofore have been :};‘l‘;dto be estab-
‘claimed by Virginia, except the free navigation and use of

the rivers Potowmac and Pohomoke, with the property of the

‘Virginie shores or strands bordering on either of the said

rivers, and all improvements which have been or shall be made

thereon. = The western and northern extent of Virginia shall

in all other respects stand as fixed by the charter of King

Jumes the first, 1n-the year one thousand six hundred and nine,

_and by the public treaty of peace between the Courts of Great-

Britain and France, in the year one thousand seven hundred
and sixty-three ; unless, by act of Legislature, one or more
territories shall hereafter be laid off, and governments estab-
lished westward of the Jlllegheny mountains. And no pur- No purchases

chase of lands shall be made of the Tnudian natives, but on be- from Indian na-
tives, but for re-

Pl

- half of the\‘pvublic, by authority of the General Assembly.* public,

* The territory of Virginia, granted by the charters of King James L., was very
-extensive ; see charters of April 10.1606. § 4. Of May 25.1609.§ 6. Of March
12.1611-12. § 4. 1 Hen. st. at large, p. 58. 88. 100. The first charter autho-
rised a eompany to plant a colony in Virginia or America, any where between
340, and 41°. N. latitude ; and granted for that purposc, all the territory, extend-
ing from the first seat of the plantation, 50 English Statute miles to the West and
S. West, and 50 miles to the East and N. East or North, along the sea coast, and
running back from that line of coast, 100 milesinto the main land, with the islands
opposite to and within 100 miles of the coast. Under this cliavter, the colouy of
Virginia was planted. The second charter granted the Virginia company, a much
larger territory, extending from [old] Point Comfort, 200 miles to the South, and
200 miles to the North, along the Atlantie coast, and thence, a breadth of 400
miles, to the West and North West, quite through the continent, to the coast of
the Pacific, with all the islands opposite to and within 100 1niles of both coasts.
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22. Ix order to introduce this government, the representa-
tives of the people met in Convention shall choose a Governor
and Privy Council, also such other officers directed to be
chosen by both Houses as may be judged necessary to be im-
mediately appointed. The Senate to be first chosen by the
people, to continue until the last day of March next, and the
other officers until the end of the succeeding session of As-
sembly. In case of vacancies, the Speaker of either House
shall i1ssue writs for new elections.* :

And the third granted the company, the islands within 300 leagues of both consts..
The extensive territory granted by these charters, was-reduced before the revo-
lution, by the charters granted to other colonies, and by the treaty of 1763, be-
tween France and Great-Britain, referred to in this article of the constitution;
and, since the revolution, by the cession of the territory N. West of the Ohio to
the United States, and the erection of Kentucky into a separate state. The
boundaries of Virginia have also been adjusted on all sides; see post, c. 5. 15. 16.
17. 18. 19. 20. 21.

* As to the form of the Colonial government, for which this constitution was
substituted, see 1 Chare. § 7.°8. 15. 1 Hen. st. at lar. p. 60, 1, 4. Royal instruc-
tions for the government of the Colony, Ibid. p.67.75. 2 Chart. § 8. 9. 10. 11.
12 13. 14, 15. 23. Ibid. p. 89, 90,1, 2, 5. 3 Chart!§ 6.7.8. Ibid. p. 102, 3.—
By the 14th Section of the second charter and the 8th of the third, the power of
establishing a form of government and magistracy for the Colony, was vested in
the council and general court of the Virginia company in England; which, on the
24th July, 1621, ordained a form of government accordingly ; whereby the pow-
ers of the Colonial government were vested in a governor and council of state,
appointed by the company in England and holding during its pleasure, and a’
house of burgesses, two from every town, hundred and particular plantation, to
be respectively chosen by the snhabitants ; and this council of state and house of
burgesses formed the Colonial legislature, called the General Assembly. The
Colonial government was directed to conform, in legislation and jurisprudence,
to the English government and laws; and it was provided, that no law or ordi-
nance made by the General Assembly, should be valid, unless ratified by the
general court of the company in England, and returned so ratified under its seal.
See this Constitution, and the commission and instructions to the first governor
under it, 1 Hen. st. at lar. p. 110. 113. 114. In 1624, the crown suppressed the
Virginia company by proclamation, and resumed the poawers granted to the com-
pany; but the form of government it had given the Colony, remained in substance
unchanged. It appears, that the constitution of the colonial government was
amended by George I. and instructions were given by George IL to the governor
Lord Albemarle, for the regulation of the government according to the amended
constitution: but these papers are not to be found. The King always retained the
control over the colonial laws, and even exercised the power of suspending and
repealing them; powers, often exercised capriciously, always complained of as a
grievance, sometimes disputed, and at length assigned as one of the causes of the
revolution ; see 5 Hen. st. at lar. 432. This royal prcrogative had a most im-
portant infleence on the legislation of . the Colonial government. Counties or
shires were first established in 1634 1 Hen. s¢. at lar. p. 224. 1t seems from
our ancient records, that at first, in practice, neither the towns, hundreds and
plantations, while they were represented, nor the counties, after the burgesses
were elected from them, were restricted to fwo or any fixed number of bur-
gesses. In 1645, the number was limited to four for each county, exeept James
City, which was allowed five, besides one for Jamestown, the seat of government;
1 Hen. st. at lar. p. 299. Afterwards, particular parishes, and then all parishes,
were allowed to send one or fwo burgesses; Jbid. 250. 277. 421. In 1660, the
number of burgesses was limited to two for each county and one for Jamestown
in James City county, with like privilege to every county, that would lay out 100
acres of land, and people it with 100 tytheable persons; 2 Ibid. p. 20. 106.—
The 7th article of the present constitution, provides that the right of suffrage
Jor members of both houses of Assembly, shall remain as exercised at present.
By the coustitution of July 1621, above cited, the right of suffrage was given to
the Znhabitants ; afterwards, it seems, only freemen were allowed to vote ; ¥ Tbid.
p- 333, 4. then only housckeepers ; 16id. p. 41% then all freemen again, Ibid. p.
403. 475. then ¢ freeholders and housekeepers, who only are answerable for
levies * 2 Ibid. 980. then, by Bacon’s laws, all freemen again ; Jbid. 356. But
1677, the King instructed the Governor, that the membess of Assembly should be
glected by frecholders only ; Ibid. p. 425. In 1684, it was resolved, that all ten-
ants for Bfe had an undoubted right of suffrage ; 3 Ibid. 26. 1In 1699, the right
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y CREAS fhe'CODgTéSS of the United States did, by theh‘ Preamble.
« sixth day of September, in the year one thousand
admdred and ‘eighty, recommend to the several States in

++ xign, hs. riug claims to waste and unappropriated lands in

;“1 = yyestern Country, a liberal cession to the United States,
Jopt ttior of théir respective claims for the common benefit

+ the Uiaon:

* Awp whereas this Commonwealth did, on the second day of

*  ary, in the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-
¢ “3ld ta the Congress of the United States, for the benefit
R ,S'tzifés,’ﬁl right, title, and claim, which the said

" F o acr 2uth had to the territory North-west of the river

- +evt 9 the cenditions annexed to the said act of
4383101 ¢ AN I :
3 Axp whéreas the UTnited States in Congress assembled,

f4ve; by their Act of the thirteenth of September last, stipu-
Tuted the terms on which they agree to accept the cession of
this State, should the Legislature approve thereof, which terms,

 although . they do not come fully up to the propositions of this

Comprorwealth, are conceived on the whole, to approach <o

.nearl: to them, as to induce this state to accept thereof, in full
_.confidence that Congress will, in justice to this State for the

libéral cession she hath made, earnestly press upon the other
States ¢laiming large tracts of waste and uncultivated territory,

of suffrage was _onfined to freeholders (excluding women, infants, and recusants
couviet) resident in the respective counties and towns; JIbid. p. 238. In 1736,
the right of ‘suffrage was confined to frecholders of an hundred acres of unsettled
land ‘or twenty-five acres of improved land, and all freeholders in towns, but
with a right to vote, only in the county where the land or the greater part of it

- lay; & Ibid. 475, 6. - 'The city of Williamsburg and the borough of Norfolk were

allowed a representative; by their charters, by which the right of siffrage of the
citizens and burghers was regulated, but afterwards somewhat narrowed by law ;
Edi. 1769. p. 122.287. 1t seems, that till 1723, free negroes, indians, and mu-
lartoes, might vote at elections; but by the acts of thatyear, ¢. 4 § 23. Edi. 1733.
. 344, they were disqualified; and that particular section of the act was not re-
pealed, though the rest of it was by royal proclamation in 1724 Edi. 1769. p. 15.
note’ (8). Edi. 1752. p. 103. By the act of 1769. ¢. 1, the quantity of unim-
‘proved land, necessary to qualify a freeholder to vate, was reduced to filty acres ;
but this act was suspended until the royal approbation should be signified, aud
such approbation was never signified. The ordinance of the convention of 1775,
providing for the election of delegates to the convention of 1776, extended the
right of suffrage to free white men, inhabitants of Fincastle and West Augusta,
in possession of the requisite quantity of land, and claiming freeholds therein,
though they should have obtained no patents or legal titles to their lands.—Thus
stood the right of suffrage whern the constitution was adopted. By the act of
1785, c. 55. § 2. the qualification of the frecholder in respect to the quantity of
urmqproved land was reduced from 100 to 50 acres; the legislature cither re-
garding the act of 1769, as effctual, notwithstanding the want of the royal
assent; or, perhaps, coosidering that while the prineiple of frechold qualifies-
tion was preserved, a change as to the quantity of land was consistent with the
eonstitution. '




